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and continuing our legacy of un-
matched innovation and entrepreneur-
ship.

The United States has a proud his-
tory of providing entrepreneurs from
around the world the freedom and re-
sources to turn an idea into a success-
ful venture. Well-known U.S. compa-
nies such as Google, Yahoo, Intel,
Pfizer and eBay all began as startups

that were founded by immigrants.
These businesses have grown into
multibillion-dollar industry leaders

that provide thousands of Americans
with high-paying jobs in cutting-edge
fields.

The number of jobs offered by
startups is dropping off. While this is
partly due to the economic downturn it
is also because of our Nation’s broken
immigration system. Many of the
world’s best and brightest minds are
finding that our current visa restric-
tions discourage them from launching
new companies here. This is a major
competitive disadvantage, and one that
runs counter to our Nation’s history of
fostering foreign-born innovators, such
as Albert Einstein or Andrew Carnegie.

More worrisome is that while we try
to work out a solution to our broken
immigration laws, our foreign competi-
tors are catching up and, in some
cases, passing us by in many of the
fields we once dominated. In 2009, for
the first time in recent memory, for-
eign innovators were awarded more
patents than Americans pioneers. Only
a decade earlier, U.S.-based entre-
preneurs were awarded almost 57 per-
cent of all patents worldwide. We must
work quickly and in a bipartisan man-
ner to reverse this trend. The Startup
Visa Act of 2013 is a strong and simple
step that will reward foreign
innovators, pioneers and entrepreneurs
for creating jobs in America. Put sim-
ply, this legislation will help protect
America’s position as the global leader
in innovation.

We do not have to look far for evi-
dence that our broken immigration
system is hurting our economy. We
only need to look at our Canadian
neighbors. The Canadian founders of
Vanilla Forums, an innovative and
fast-growing company, whose products
are used by websites around the world
to host online forum discussions, spent
a summer in my home State of Colo-
rado participating in a mentorship pro-
gram with U.S.-based entrepreneurs
and investors. Despite the numerous
investors who were interested in fund-
ing Vanilla Forums and developing the
company in Colorado, concerns about
the founders’ ability to obtain visas
won out. As a result, Vanilla Forums is
a successful company that is hiring
employees at its headquarters in Mon-
treal, Quebec.

America has tremendous untapped
potential for innovation and it is our
responsibility to give our Nation every
opportunity to remain globally com-
petitive. By passing the Startup Visa
Act of 2013 we can create high paying
jobs here in the United States, and help
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ensure that the next globally trans-
formative company is based in Amer-
ica. This legislation is bipartisan and
fiscally responsible; it will spur private
investment and it will help put our
economy back on track. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in support of this
important legislation.

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 21—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 14, 2013, AS
“NATIONAL  SOLIDARITY DAY
FOR COMPASSIONATE PATIENT
CARE”

Mr. LAUTENBERG submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. REsS. 21

Whereas the National Solidarity Day for
Compassionate Patient Care promotes na-
tional awareness of the importance of com-
passionate and respectful relationships be-
tween health care professionals and their pa-
tients as reflected in attitudes that are sen-
sitive to the values, autonomy, cultural, and
ethnic backgrounds of patients and families;

Whereas individuals and groups of medical
professionals and students stand in soli-
darity to support compassion in health care
as expressed by Dr. Randall Friese, triage
physician at the University of Arizona Med-
ical Center who, when queried, stated that
the most important treatment he provided
to Congress member Gabrielle Giffords after
she was shot on January 8, 2011, was to hold
her hand and reassure her that she was in
the hospital and would be cared for;

Whereas physicians, nurses, all other
health care professionals, and medical facili-
ties are charged with providing both the art
and science of medicine;

Whereas a greater awareness of the impor-
tance of compassion in health care encour-
ages health care professionals to be mindful
of the need to treat the patient rather than
the disease;

Whereas scientific research illustrates that
when health care professionals practice
humanistically; demonstrating the qualities
of integrity, excellence, compassion, altru-
ism, respect, empathy, and service, their pa-
tients have better medical outcomes; and

Whereas February 14th would be an appro-
priate day to designate as National Soli-
darity Day for Compassionate Patient Care
and to celebrate it by health care students
and professionals performing humanistic
acts of compassion and kindness toward pa-
tients, families of patients, and health care
colleagues: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 14, 2013, as ‘‘Na-
tional Solidarity Day for Compassionate Pa-
tient Care’’;

(2) recognizes the importance and value of
a respectful relationship between health care
professionals and their patients as a means
of promoting better health outcomes; and

(3) encourages all health care professionals
to be mindful of the importance of both—

(A) being humanistic and compassionate;
and

(B) providing technical expertise.

January 30, 2013

SENATE RESOLUTION 22—RECOG-
NIZING THE GOALS OF CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS WEEK AND HONORING
THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. VITTER (for himself, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, and Mr. JOHANNS) submitted the
following resolution, which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REsS. 22

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States have received international acclaim
for academic excellence while providing stu-
dents with lessons that extend far beyond
the classroom;

Whereas Catholic schools present a broad
curriculum that emphasizes the lifelong de-
velopment of moral, intellectual, physical,
and social values in the young people of the
United States;

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States today educate 2,031,455 students and
maintain a student-to-teacher ratio of 13 to
1

Whereas the faculty members of Catholic
schools teach a highly diverse body of stu-
dents;

Whereas the graduation rate for all Catho-
lic school students is 99 percent;

Whereas 85 percent of Catholic high school
graduates go on to college;

Whereas Catholic schools produce students
who are strongly dedicated to faith, values,
families, and communities by providing an
intellectually stimulating environment rich
in spiritual character and moral develop-
ment; and

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated, ‘‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by
which the Church fulfills its commitment to
the dignity of the person and building of
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore,
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the
many communities in which he lives.”’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the goals of Catholic Schools
Week, an event cosponsored by the National
Catholic Educational Association and the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops that recognizes the vital contribu-
tions of thousands of Catholic elementary
and secondary schools in the United States;
and

(2) commends Catholic schools, students,
parents, and teachers across the United
States for ongoing contributions to edu-
cation and for playing a vital role in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for the United States.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on January 30, 2013, at 10 a.m., in
room SH-216 of the Hart Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
“What Should America Do About Gun
Violence?”’
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